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Look out for American Elm,
European Spindletree, White
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Cedar in beautiful Derby park

This route is  about 3 miles and takes
around 90 minutes if you're exploring



Start your walk at St Mary’s Church Yard which sits between Derby Road & Irlam Road just next to
Bootle Recycling Centre. Once the site of a church which was bombed in World War II, the
graveyard is the borough's oldest burial ground. See if you can spot Japanese Barberry, Common
Yarrow or Herb Robert growing in the graveyard.
Leave the church yard via the lychgate that leads onto Irlam Road. On your way out keep your eyes
peeled for the many species of wild plants that pop up through the cracks in the old church yard
walls and pavements including prickly lettuce (a relative of the actual lettuce, young leaves can be
eaten in small quantities) and the yellow flowers of the field mustard which has a strong mustard
smell, but is NOT edible. 
You will come across the first of 2 bridges where you can cross over the canal to the towpath on the
other side. Keep walking in the direction of Bootle Strand, passing the Lock and Quay on your left.
Here you will see an old wharf, once used for the unloading of coal from barges and now the site of
an exciting new development for Bootle. 
The canal has many surprising plants to look out for - see if you can spot European Frogs-bit, hedge
mustard and a crab apple tree as you walk towards Bootle Strand. 
Continue on the canal crossing under the bridge at Bootle Strand to Litherland Road bridge. The
canal is very old - about 1760 - and preceded the railways. Before the railways came to Bootle this
was the most effective way to move goods and products between the seaport of Liverpool and
Leeds, passing through many market and mill towns on its route. The canal nowadays is much more
peaceful, traffic is minimal and tends to be houseboats and the occasional canoe.
Take some time to look at the magnificent brick wall next to you. This was once Linacre Gas works.
Once at Litherland Road leave the canal turning left along the road and left again up Waterworks
Street. At the top of Waterworks Street enter the 1895 Derby Park for some tree spotting! 
As you make your way through the park towards the band stand, take a left and climb the stairs to
enter the upper part of the park, keeping your eyes out for the variety of trees.
Leaving the park, walk down Oxford Road to the Christ Church roundabout. Over the road you will
see the oldest building in Bootle, the 16th Century Hunting Lodge with its Wisteria draping over the
door. Bootle was once a royal hunting park full of oak trees and deer and this building provided
shelter for the weary hunters. 
Follow Hawthorne Road to take in South Park, heavily associated with World War II, as it was a
relocation centre for those bombed in the Blitz. Pop in and say hello at South Park Community
Garden, then stroll to visit the war memorial before taking a left out of the park along Stanley Road.
From Stanley Road turn right into Bedford Road. At the end of Bedford Road, turn right into King's
Road, crossing Balliol Road on to Oriel Road to see Bootle Town Hall on your right and finishing at
Bootle Oriel Road station, spotting different plants as you walk.
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Hidden Gems: A leisurely walk along the Leeds-Liverpool
canal. 

Taking Root in Bootle is a
network of local people and

organisations working together
to green up Bootle.

 If you would like to get involved
send us an email

takingrootinbootle@gmail.com 


